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My Brothers All,

It is an honor and privilege to serve as your Grand Knight for the next two years. |
want to express my sincere thanks to all Brother Knights entrusting in me to lead the
extremely dedicated men of the Msgr. Peter E. Blessing Council. | am excited to take
on this task, and | humbly ask for your prayers, guidance, and assistance as we
continue to grow and succeed as a council.

| have been an active member of this council for the last five years. | had previously
transferred to this council in 2010, after our council at Sacred Heart Church
disbanded. | attended a few meetings but was unable to remain active because of
family obligations. In his second year as Grand Knight, my brother David noticed |
was still on the council’s roster and convinced me to return in 2021. It was one of the
best decisions | have ever made.

During my tenure as a Knight, | served as the council’'s Warden for the first year, and
Deputy Grand Knight for the last four years. | also serve as the Warden on our
Exemplification Team and assist Brother John Pizzo with our Community Program.

My goals for my term include promoting Catholic education by providing additional
fundraising assistance to the Fr. Doyle School and the Chesterton Academy,
planning more family friendly council events, (possibly adding a Chowder and
Clamcakes / Chicken Finger Night to complement our already successful Meatball
and Macaroni dinner), and completing the formation of the Columbiettes Auxiliary to
assist our council in our faith-based initiatives.

I'm extremely excited to welcome the new Brother Knights who have recently joined
our council. | encourage you to attend our monthly meetings, and to commit to
participating in our many charitable and faith programs. | look forward to working
with all of you.

Vivat Jesus!

Richard Legault
Grand Knight
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Upcoming Events

July Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Wednesday, 7/8/2026
Time: 7:00 PM

July Membership Meeting

Place: OLC School Room 3

Date: Monday, 7/13/2026

Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

August Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Wednesday, 8/5/2026
Time: 7:00 PM

August Membership Meeting

Place: OLC School Room 3

Date: Monday, 8/10/2026

Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Men of St. Joseph - COR Meeting
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel/Conf. Room
Date: Every Last Thursday of the Month
Time: 6:30 PM

MSGR. PETER E. BLESSING COUNCIL #5273

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

445 WASHINGTON STREET
COVENTRY, Rl 02816

COVENTRYKNIGHTS@VERIZON.NET

HTTP://WWW.COVENTRYKNIGHTS.ORG

MEETING PLACE:

OUR LADY OF CZENSTOCHOWA SCHOOL

222 MACARTHUR BLVD., COVENTRY



http://www.your-url-goes-here.com/
http://www.coventryknights.org/
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My Brothers All,

Finally, summer is here. We are starting off with high temperatures, and we have been
cautioned to stay alert and take care during this heat. Please remember to check in on
any elderly neighbors who may need assistance.

With summer also comes time for relaxation and vacation. Please remember that there is
no vacation from God. Wherever your travels take you, make it part of your planning to
find a church nearby for weekend Mass.

Please continue to pray the Rosary daily, especially throughout July, for our nation and its
well-being. Pray also for the dignity of all human life, from conception to natural death.

Our Holy Father is challenging us to become missioners of our faith by what we say and
do in the name of Christ. May our lives always reflect our belief. In recent Sundays, we
have heard how Jesus named and called His twelve Apostles and began to instruct them
in sharing His mission and ministry. We received a similar call on the day of our Baptism,
when we first put on Christ and embraced our Baptismal commitment.

Finally, when driving through neighborhoods, please be mindful of speed limits and keep
your eyes open for children playing near the streets.

Be safe this summer. Relax and renew yourselves and enjoy special summer days with
family and friends. May God bless you and your families throughout this season.

Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Paul Lemoi
Chaplain

SUPREME CHAPLAIN S
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JULY 2026 CHALLENGE

“Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” He
answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do
likewise.” (Gospel for July 13, Lk 10:36-37)

In the parable of the good Samaritan, we again witness the Lord’s call to put our faith into
action. Neither the priest nor the Levite stopped to render aid to alleviate the injured
man’s suffering. The true act of love came from an unexpected source: a Samaritan, a
person with whom a practicing Jew of those days would not ordinarily associate. Let us
be good Samaritans when we encounter others in need, remembering that we are called
to love and serve all people in need.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:

This month, | challenge you to serve as a good Samaritan to others with whom you might
not normally associate — whether it be people who are homeless, the poor, the
homebound or others.

Questions for Reflection:

Who is your neighbor? Have you found yourself ignoring those in need when it is
inconvenient for you to assist them? How can your response to the needy you encounter
more closely reflect the example of the good Samaritan?
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is dedicated to

Please keep our Brother Knights, their families, and all
those in need of our prayers in your thoughts and prayers.

Our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV
Bishop Bruce Lewandowski
All Bishops and Priests
PGK William Jakabek
Brother Rob Brodeur
Brother Louis Pinga
Roberta Lemek
Mary Lawlor
David Firth
John Dolan
Karen Clark
Anita Laporte
Diane Cayouette
Hallie Sorenson and Family

All US military personnel active and former
SSJP Church receives a good and Holy Senior Priest
SSJP Church receives a replacement for Al Harel

The Unborn
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TO OUR BROTHER KNIGHTS 7
celebrating in ﬂ([ ly

BROTHER KNIGHT BIRTHDAY

Paul Lemek (76) July 6
Jason Lague (51) July 6
Lee Rossetti (68) July 14
Walter Williams (77) July 18
Thomas Carroccia (70) July 23
David Wood (67) July 28

Michael Laiter (60) July30
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COUNCIL #5273
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We are now ready to move forward with our
next meeting, where we will formally begin
the process of instituting the auxiliary.

July 16, 2026

TIME:

7:00 PM

LOCATION:

Fr. John V. Doyle School Gymnasium

343 South Main Street
Coventry, RI
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RHODE ISLAND
STATE COUNCIL

ANNUAL

CO-SPONSORED BY THE
REV. RICHARD A. DONNELLY COUNCIL NO. 322

\ AUGUST 15, 2026 | 11:00 am-2:00pm Erpotilfs

and mems
400 ATWELLS AVENUE, PROVIDENCE, RI in need.

MOther Of Life @& What We Do

CENTER Q What to Expect
Campassionate Care, Life-affirming Hope, o Staries

https://motheroflife.org/ @ Get Involved / Volunteer

WHY SHOULD YOU AND YOUR COUNCIL CONSIDER ATTENDING?
WE BELIEVE THERE ARE ‘3 REASONS!

You can use your countil's
You will take a tour Waur donations will participation as program
and learn what the heip the center and credit for FAITH IN ACTION /
Canter does to help their staff do their LIFE f PREGNANCY CENTER

yOung pregnant w impertant LIFE werk SUPPORT helging your

women in need each day. council to reach
Columbian fward &
STAR Council,

WELL, THERE IS A 4TH! DIAPERS, BABY WIPES
Come socialize with us and enjoy AND CLOTHING
a delicious Sausage and Peppers are always welcome

aor hotdog sandwich before or when you come.
after your guided tour! Thank you

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS’
RHODE ISLAND STATE COUNCIL
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Name: Brian Alan Mattias

Council Role: Trustee, Round Table Chairman for
OLC/SVP, Past Grand Knight.

Years as a Knight: 9

Parish: Our Lady of Czestochowa (home parish, born
and raised)

A Favorite Saint or Devotion: St. Joseph and St.
Augustine. As far as devotions, besides a daily Rosary,
which began almost 3 years ago, | just began the Saint
Bridget 12-year prayer, which involves reciting seven
specific prayers daily for twelve years, honoring the
seven times Jesus shed His Precious Blood.

Knights of Columbus Journey: What inspired you to
join the Knights? The tenacity of my proposer PGK
Herb Knott. He marched up to the OLC choir loft after
Mass in 2017 and said, “Hey! Ever think of becoming a
Knight?” | said, “Nope!” Cliffs Notes version: He
persisted, bought me pizza, | caved, and here | am,
wishing | had been involved sooner

Service and Vocation: Pipe organ technician, and also
Director of Music/Organist/Choir Director at OLC for
38 years now. Freelance musician.

Personal Touch: A piece of advice I'd give a new
Knight - don’t sit on the sidelines. Get involved as
much as you can. Even if that only means making a
meeting via Zoom. You get out of it what you put into
it. Also, we are a bunch of brothers just like any other
family. Every once in a while, we get on each other’s
nerves. My advice there is to be patient, and know
that all of these people are good guys who are offering
their thoughts and opinions out of love for the council
and each other.

Misc. tidbits most people don’'t know about me: I'm
technically a Nashville recording artist. When my band
Sundown was together, we opened for more than a
dozen major country artists, including Billy Ray Cyrus,
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and Grammy winner - Kathy Mattea. I'm the only person
in Rl to hold a professional (Colleague) certification
from the American Institute of Organbuilders. | drove
tractor trailer cross-country in my early 20’s, and I'm
presently finishing my degree from Berklee College of
Music.

Closing Reflection: To me, being a Catholic gentleman
means being faithful to the church and her teachings
and working hard every day to be the best husband and
father | can be. How? By living out my faith to fulfill that
obligation, and also to be a spiritual role model for my
family. | usually fail miserably in those tasks, but | will
die trying to do it! Blessed Michael McGivney - pray for
us!

KNIGHTS O
RHODE ISLAND ST



In servfce to one. In ser'ufce to all.

For more than 140 years, the Knights of Columbus have answered
the call to put faith into action through charity, unity, and fraternity.

Through programs such as: Knights throughout the world
continue the mission begun by
Blessed Michael McGivney in 1882,
serving their communities while
strengthening their faith and
Assistance to families in need supporting one another as

brothers in Christ.

3. Support for our parish and clergy

o Aid to the sick, elderly, and disabled

Pro-life initiatives N
. m 3 Today, the Order stands as one
*  Community outreach and volunteer service of the world's largest Catholic

; = 5 ;i fraternal organizations, united by a
Y| Spiritual formation and prayer commitment to charity, faith,
fraternity, and service.

“Together, we can accomplis

— Blessed

CHARITY UNITY &g FRATERNITY ) PATRIOTISM

Living our Catholic faith through service to God, our Church, our families, and our communities.

LIFE FAITH

MEN OF ST JOSEPH

COR

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

LIFE PROGRAM

NIGHT OF PRAYER

for the

SICK AND DYING

An evening of prayer, intercession
and hope for those who are suffering’
from illness, facing the end of life,
and for their families and caregivel

AN
Xr

A KNIGHTS OF COLUMEUS PROGRA

Msgr. Peter E. Blessing Council #5273
partners with the local chapter of

THE MEN OF ST. JOSEPH

for our Knights of Columbus Cor program.
MEN OF ST. JOSEPH :
INTERNATIONAL

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO JOIN US

LAST STARTING AT
THURSDAY 6:30 PM

EACH MONTH

“Pray for one another,
that you may be healed.”
= James 5:16

+ JOIN US IN PRAYER -+ 5 . SS JOHN AND PAUL
A WHEN: THE PRAYER SERVICE INCLUDES: RECTORY CONFERENCE ROOM
FIRST FRIDAY ) " 341 South Main Street, Coventry, RI 02816

OF EVERY MONTH -
e T'he Holy Rosary
TIME:

6:30 PM The Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
WHERE:
ST. VINCENT \% Other litanies
DE PAUL CHURCH }5 Sl s
6 5t. Vincent de Paul St.
Coventry, RI 02816 THIS ALIGNS NICELY WITH THE MISSION OF

&-‘1 PROGRAM DIRECTOR PAUL LEMEK THE MEN OF ST. JOSEPH.

will lead the Holy Rosary.

ALL PARISHIONERS, FAMILY MEMBERS, FRIENDS
AND KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEMBERS ARE WARMLY INVITED.

BROTHERS IN CHRIST. ‘)"I"RI" "TI-I]-'N[E.I) IN FAITH.
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June Knight Out at Khoo Restaurant

MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2026

KN’C <
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GOOD FOOD * GOOD DRINK GOOD COMPAN

MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2026 @ 6 PM

Join your Council Brothers, Families, and Friends
for a fun time while enjoying good food,
- drink, and comradery! —
@ KHOO ASIAN RESTAURANT | 4 A MONDAY,
) 255 Cowesett Ave., ) JUNE 1, 2026
7 West Warwick, RI 7 at 6:30 PM

= o PLEASE RSVP
4 h  Worthy GK and Family Director by Friday, May 29
) BILL JAKABEK will need to provide by 5 PM X

QY the restaurant with a head count. o 401-269-9811

: L @ biljak53@gmail.com
IE-(n C. .
| ..lr. | GOOD BROTHERS. STRONG FAITH. LASTING FRIENDSHIPS.
\/ <
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WHAT'S GOING ON AT OUR CHURCHES

Help Shape the future of

2026 GOLF CLASSIC Our Annual Harvest Bazaar!
__ is time to begin planning for P
It is time to begin pl g f 5‘!

67 Johnson Road, Foster, RI 02825 - this years Harvest Bazaar. Our
first meeting will take place on y
| SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 i Sordimat il ) < 4
» Registration at Noon » Shotgun 5Start + Dinner Will Be the I"ECtOT‘y confer&“ce TOOT. w

at 1:00 PM Served Around 5:30 PM
Our Annual Harvest Bazaar has always been a

wonderful tradition of fellowship, fun and
REGISTRATION & ENTRY FEES fundraising. Looking ahead we I3-~mu]|:] like to
DUE BY AUGUST 30, 2026 welcome new volunteers with fresh ideas and
Please scan the QR code for helping hands to keep our cherished tradition
online registration! alive. Many of the dedicated parishioners who

built and helped to sustain the bazaar over the
SCAN TO REGISTER years are aging. We are looking for families,
oung adults, and parishioners of all ages to

f
ecome a part of this long—standing tradition.

For more information about this years Golf gl‘:tftgrlé';’:;fﬂe‘i]‘;l‘;':;::z‘ae ];ttllemﬂrh"e'i‘f‘"e d
tournament todbe];‘iEFit the_: Coventr Cmﬁncﬂdoif the participation can make a difference. We are
Saint Vincent de Paul Society use the QR code or asking all parishioners to prayerfully consider a
take one of the tournament flyers which are near contribution of Time, Talent, and or Treasure
the entrance of both churches. to our parish Bazaar. If you can, please join us

a5 we WDT']( to create a vibrant EII"IC] SUCCess

bazaar, continuing the tradition established by
the dedicated parishioners who have made it
such a success for generations at Saint
Vincents.

If you have any questian's call Norman Charron

@ 481-6014.

{ Mother of Hope Summer Day Camp

Registration is now open -reserve your child’s spot today and pay later! We have open enrollment
 throughout the summer.

{ Give your children an unforgettable summer filled with outdoor adventure, faith, friendship, and fun at
i the traditional outdoor summer day camp program. The camp welcomes children ages 5-12 and offers

{ convenient bus transportation from several areas throughout Rhode Island, along with flexible daily and
| weekly attendance options from June 22 through August 14.

 Located on 126 beautiful wooded acres along Echo Lake in Cheﬁchet. the camp is staffed by caring and

d experienced professionals dedicated to providing a safe, affordable, and faith-filled summer experience.

4 Sibling and multi-week discounts are available! For more information and secure online registration,
q visit: MotherofHopeCamp.com Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram!
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Your Family, Your Legacy, Our Commitment,

WﬂAptt Law LLC

Dedicated to providing personalized trust and estate
planning, charitable giving, business planning, trust

administration, and probate services. Plan today to > (401) 823-4884
provide for loved ones, preserve assets, appoint § Coventry, RI 02816 Hours: Thu-Fri 12pm - Spm
fiduciaries and prepare for unexpected health challe Sat 10am - 3pm

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
[RUSTS AND
3 1 ]

el

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A FREE CONSULTATION!

655 Main Street, Suite 107, E. Greenwich, Rl 02818
(401) 264-0654 | www.ApttLaw.com

FONY VENDITT]

341 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY
SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND
ph: (401) 231-0070 email: awards@crownri.com

www.crowntrophy.com
HOW TO ORDER: AcCCEPTING NEw PATIENTS » OPEN MOST SATURDAYS .
Browse our website (scan QR code) 325 SoUth Main 51, Coventry, Rl i axes b il ko S
+» email order to awards@crownri.com

» or call us at (401) 231-0070
+ or visit our showroom in Smithfield

Beyond Insurance Agency, LLC

Visit Our Website

3 e

Gabris Trampet |

! A Catholic Book, Gift and Media Store

Y 477 Washington St

’ PALY RESTAUM
~ P ke us:@ T

BRAZA

BRAZILIAN BARBEQUE

facebook.com/BrazaBrazilianBBQ

2012623632

Bottom Road coy

(401) 823-4204

TODD CHRIS

401-828-7070 | www.Healthy TeethRLcom

FUNERAL HOME

415 Washington Street (RTE 117)
Coventry, Rl 02816
Tel:1-401-821-1100
Fax: 1-401-822-2799

Insurance Solutions That Go Beyond Expectations

r

ADVERTISE
YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE

FUNERAL HOME
At Maple Root

2000 Nooseneck Hill Road (RTE 3)
Coventry, R 02816
Tel: 401-821-1100
Fax: 1-401-262-3535

Brothers, going forward, the final page of the newsletter will be one for free advertising for
your business or any business that you may work for or know that might benefit from Brother
Knights patronizing it. Please contact FS Neil Fidler if interested.




	THE BLESSING WORD  •  VOL. 17 ISSUE 7  •  JULY 2026
	July Officers Meeting Place: OLC School Room 3 Date: Wednesday, 7/8/2026 Time: 7:00 PM
	July Membership Meeting Place: OLC School Room 3 Date: Monday, 7/13/2026 Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM
	August Officers Meeting Place: OLC School Room 3 Date: Wednesday, 8/5/2026 Time: 7:00 PM
	August Membership Meeting Place: OLC School Room 3 Date: Monday, 8/10/2026 Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM
	Men of St. Joseph - COR Meeting Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel/Conf. Room Date: Every Last Thursday of the Month Time: 6:30 PM

	Upcoming Events
	My Brothers All,
	It is an honor and privilege to serve as your Grand Knight for the next two years. I want to express my sincere thanks to all Brother Knights entrusting in me to lead the extremely dedicated men of the Msgr. Peter E. Blessing Council. I am excited to take on this task, and I humbly ask for your prayers, guidance, and assistance as we continue to grow and succeed as a council.
	I have been an active member of this council for the last five years. I had previously transferred to this council in 2010, after our council at Sacred Heart Church disbanded. I attended a few meetings but was unable to remain active because of family obligations. In his second year as Grand Knight, my brother David noticed I was still on the council’s roster and convinced me to return in 2021. It was one of the best decisions I have ever made.
	During my tenure as a Knight, I served as the council’s Warden for the first year, and Deputy Grand Knight for the last four years. I also serve as the Warden on our Exemplification Team and assist Brother John Pizzo with our Community Program.
	My goals for my term include promoting Catholic education by providing additional fundraising assistance to the Fr. Doyle School and the Chesterton Academy, planning more family friendly council events, (possibly adding a Chowder and Clamcakes / Chicken Finger Night to complement our already successful Meatball and Macaroni dinner), and completing the formation of the Columbiettes Auxiliary to assist our council in our faith-based initiatives.
	I’m extremely excited to welcome the new Brother Knights who have recently joined our council. I encourage you to attend our monthly meetings, and to commit to participating in our many charitable and faith programs. I look forward to working with all of you.
	Vivat Jesus!
	Richard Legault Grand Knight
	THE BLESSING WORD
	PAGE 1
	Our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV Bishop Bruce Lewandowski All Bishops and Priests PGK William Jakabek Brother Rob Brodeur Brother Louis Pinga Roberta Lemek Mary Lawlor David Firth John Dolan Karen Clark Anita Laporte Diane Cayouette Hallie Sorenson and Family All US military personnel active and former SSJP Church receives a good and Holy Senior Priest SSJP Church receives a replacement for Al Harel The Unborn

	THE BLESSING WORD
	PAGE 2
	THE BLESSING WORD
	PAGE 3
	THE BLESSING WORD
	PAGE 4
	LIFE
	FAITH
	June Knight Out at Khoo Restaurant
	WHAT’S GOING ON AT OUR CHURCHES
	Our Lady of Czenstochowa                           St. Vincent de Paul

	THE BLESSING WORD
	PAGE 8
	PAGE 5

