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Upcoming Events
July Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Wednesday, 7/8/2026
Time: 7:00 PM

July Membership Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Monday, 7/13/2026
Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

August Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Wednesday, 8/5/2026
Time: 7:00 PM

August Membership Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Monday, 8/10/2026
Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Men of St. Joseph - COR Meeting
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel/Conf. Room
Date: Every Last Thursday of the Month
Time: 6:30 PM
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My Brothers All,

It is an honor and privilege to serve as your Grand Knight for the next two years. I
want to express my sincere thanks to all Brother Knights entrusting in me to lead the
extremely dedicated men of the Msgr. Peter E. Blessing Council. I am excited to take
on this task, and I humbly ask for your prayers, guidance, and assistance as we
continue to grow and succeed as a council. 

I have been an active member of this council for the last five years. I had previously
transferred to this council in 2010, after our council at Sacred Heart Church
disbanded. I attended a few meetings but was unable to remain active because of
family obligations. In his second year as Grand Knight, my brother David noticed I
was still on the council’s roster and convinced me to return in 2021. It was one of the
best decisions I have ever made.

During my tenure as a Knight, I served as the council’s Warden for the first year, and
Deputy Grand Knight for the last four years. I also serve as the Warden on our
Exemplification Team and assist Brother John Pizzo with our Community Program. 

My goals for my term include promoting Catholic education by providing additional
fundraising assistance to the Fr. Doyle School and the Chesterton Academy,
planning more family friendly council events, (possibly adding a Chowder and
Clamcakes / Chicken Finger Night to complement our already successful Meatball
and Macaroni dinner), and completing the formation of the Columbiettes Auxiliary to
assist our council in our faith-based initiatives.

I’m extremely excited to welcome the new Brother Knights who have recently joined
our council. I encourage you to attend our monthly meetings, and to commit to
participating in our many charitable and faith programs. I look forward to working
with all of you.

Vivat Jesus!

Richard Legault
Grand Knight
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My Brothers All,

Finally, summer is here. We are starting off with high temperatures, and we have been
cautioned to stay alert and take care during this heat. Please remember to check in on
any elderly neighbors who may need assistance.

With summer also comes time for relaxation and vacation. Please remember that there is
no vacation from God. Wherever your travels take you, make it part of your planning to
find a church nearby for weekend Mass.

Please continue to pray the Rosary daily, especially throughout July, for our nation and its
well‑being. Pray also for the dignity of all human life, from conception to natural death.

Our Holy Father is challenging us to become missioners of our faith by what we say and
do in the name of Christ. May our lives always reflect our belief. In recent Sundays, we
have heard how Jesus named and called His twelve Apostles and began to instruct them
in sharing His mission and ministry. We received a similar call on the day of our Baptism,
when we first put on Christ and embraced our Baptismal commitment.

Finally, when driving through neighborhoods, please be mindful of speed limits and keep
your eyes open for children playing near the streets.

Be safe this summer. Relax and renew yourselves and enjoy special summer days with
family and friends. May God bless you and your families throughout this season.

Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Paul Lemoi
Chaplain

Our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV
Bishop Bruce Lewandowski

All Bishops and Priests
PGK William Jakabek
Brother Rob Brodeur
Brother Louis Pinga

Roberta Lemek
Mary Lawlor
David Firth
John Dolan
Karen Clark

Anita Laporte
Diane Cayouette

Hallie Sorenson and Family
All US military personnel active and former

SSJP Church receives a good and Holy Senior Priest
SSJP Church receives a replacement for Al Harel

The Unborn
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“Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” He
answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do
likewise.” (Gospel for July 13, Lk 10:36-37)
In the parable of the good Samaritan, we again witness the Lord’s call to put our faith into
action. Neither the priest nor the Levite stopped to render aid to alleviate the injured
man’s suffering. The true act of love came from an unexpected source: a Samaritan, a
person with whom a practicing Jew of those days would not ordinarily associate. Let us
be good Samaritans when we encounter others in need, remembering that we are called
to love and serve all people in need.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to serve as a good Samaritan to others with whom you might
not normally associate — whether it be people who are homeless, the poor, the
homebound or others.

Questions for Reflection:
Who is your neighbor? Have you found yourself ignoring those in need when it is
inconvenient for you to assist them? How can your response to the needy you encounter
more closely reflect the example of the good Samaritan?
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Name: Brian Alan Mattias

Council Role: Trustee, Round Table Chairman for
OLC/SVP, Past Grand Knight.

Years as a Knight: 9

Parish:  Our Lady of Częstochowa (home parish, born
and raised)

A Favorite Saint or Devotion: St. Joseph and St.
Augustine. As far as devotions, besides a daily Rosary,
which began almost 3 years ago, I just began the Saint
Bridget 12-year prayer, which involves reciting seven
specific prayers daily for twelve years, honoring the
seven times Jesus shed His Precious Blood.

Knights of Columbus Journey:  What inspired you to
join the Knights? The tenacity of my proposer PGK
Herb Knott. He marched up to the OLC choir loft after
Mass in 2017 and said, “Hey! Ever think of becoming a
Knight?” I said, “Nope!” Cliffs Notes version: He
persisted, bought me pizza, I caved, and here I am,
wishing I had been involved sooner

Service and Vocation:  Pipe organ technician, and also
Director of Music/Organist/Choir Director at OLC for
38 years now. Freelance musician.

Personal Touch: A piece of advice I’d give a new
Knight - don’t sit on the sidelines. Get involved as
much as you can. Even if that only means making a
meeting via Zoom. You get out of it what you put into
it. Also, we are a bunch of brothers just like any other
family. Every once in a while, we get on each other’s
nerves. My advice there is to be patient, and know
that all of these people are good guys who are offering
their thoughts and opinions out of love for the council
and each other.

Misc. tidbits most people don’t know about me: I’m
technically a Nashville recording artist. When my band
Sundown was together, we opened for more than a
dozen major country artists, including Billy Ray Cyrus, 

and Grammy winner - Kathy Mattea. I’m the only person
in RI to hold a professional (Colleague) certification
from the American Institute of Organbuilders. I drove
tractor trailer cross-country in my early 20’s, and I’m
presently finishing my degree from Berklee College of
Music.

Closing Reflection:  To me, being a Catholic gentleman
means being faithful to the church and her teachings
and working hard every day to be the best husband and
father I can be. How? By living out my faith to fulfill that
obligation, and also to be a spiritual role model for my
family. I usually fail miserably in those tasks, but I will
die trying to do it! Blessed Michael McGivney - pray for
us!
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LIFE FAITH
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June Knight Out at Khoo Restaurant
MONDAY, JUNE 1,  2026



THE BLESSING WORD PAGE 7

WHAT’S GOING ON AT OUR CHURCHES
Our Lady of Czenstochowa                           St. Vincent de Paul
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Brothers, going forward, the final page of the newsletter will be one for free advertising for
your business or any business that you may work for or know that might benefit from Brother
Knights patronizing it.  Please contact FS Neil Fidler if interested.
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